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5 Mary 5 Chapel, Edinburgh, 19th Auguft y. 
N E frly<bd partners of the new manufactory of politics, 


— 


of Parliament, hitherto made i in this kingdom, have branded the ſaid 


| Incorporations with ſedition and diſorder, and did at laſt totally ſup- 
| preſs them as diſturbers of the public peace : And that, by the ſett of 
the City, and the laſt decrect-arbitral, obtained upon their earneſt ſo- 


licitation, which, by our burgeſs-oath, we are bound to obſerve, all 


meetings among the trades are expreſsly prohibited. as dangerous to 
the ſaid public peace : : As alſo, That, by theſe means, the ſaid public 
Peace has been too long preſerved, to the great detriment of many of 


our conſtituents, and of ourſelves i in particular: As alſo, That a noble 
Peer, i in order to outſhine his illuſtrious anceſtors, has, in defiance of 


the Britiſh Parliament *, placed himſelf at the head of our ſable army : 


And, That the greateſt law officer in Scotland, appointed to ſuppreſs 


every aſſembly which 1 18 contrary to law, has diſpenſed with all laws 


„ 6 | in 


en diſcharging the Peers of this kingdom from interfering i in the election of Com- 


moners, or in apy matter thereto relating. 


| ſet up by the fourteen Incorporations of Edinburgh, being 
duly aſſembled, and taking under their conſideration, That many acts 
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in our favour, and graciouſly permitted us to raiſe as much diſturbance 
as may be pleaſing to ourſelyes and,our conftituents : 4 Therefore, i in or. 
der to baniſh all quiet, indyſtry, or art from this City, i in time coming, 


we have have reſolved, That, as our hands never did us much honour, 


we are henceforth determined to-make trial of the work of our heads ; : 
and, in the mean time, beg the public Ke of this ſpecimen of 
our manufacture. 


TAKING, therefore, under our conſideration, That the "Og of 


this City had originally nd title to a ſeat in f Cohpel⸗ of a a Tharg i in the. 
government, until admitted to it by the favour of the merchant 


guildry: 


Tux our anceſtors, thr being, ſuppreſſed, by act of Parliament, 
did re-eſtabliſh themſelves, and teſtify their 1 by Ts 


piſts at the deſire of the French Queen Mary: 


As alſo, That, by the ſett of King, James, which is our only title 1 to : 
political Exiſtence, . the, Town. Council, were ordered to, ſend. to each of 
us a Jeet, of any three. of our number they pleaſed, for the choice of . 


our, deacon, which they continued .to do > dawn to the year 1681; NM 


and that King Charles the Second did, , in that year, Attempt the de- | 


. 


ſtruction of the liberties « of Edjobyrgh,, by, an arbitrary impoſition of 


od ED. 


A proyoſt; whereupon. the incorporations once more, to teſtify their | 


wp 7% „ = 


loyalty, and their regard | to the, Good Town, did | heartily, ſecond the, | 
ſaid arbitrary attempt, by, Join ing. with the ſaid Provoſt, ang by, that 


iow hd 


means en an act, obliging, t the .cqunctl to accept from us a 


of three out of the 


x „„ 3 


leet of ro whch- good at, the 3 guildey ſoon refuſed. to ob- 


ſerve ; and that, by renewing, their loyalty to that, Patron, of liberty , 


James the Seventh. our predeceſſors did _ Procyre, the ſaid, practice to 


be declared a privilege of the trades, in time coming : As alſo, That 


the ſaid merchant guildry baving again endeavoured to get the better 
of the ſaid regulation, the late Lord. Ilax, at the earneſt prayer of the 
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whole trades of Edinburgh; and againſt the deſire of the ebase 
did ultimately determine tlie obſervance of the ſaid practice in our 


favour. And, laftly, That the inhabitants of this city themſelves, Ly 
did, by a free poll, re-eſtabliſh the ſaid ſett, government, and practice 
of leeting in all their parts; at which poll, many of our conſtituents, 
yet lieing, gave their vote, and petitioned his late Majeſty to confirm 


the ſame. By all which, it is clear and evident, that we have, by the 
laws of this king dom nt clear and unqueſtionable right to elec our 


deacons without any leet, and to fill up one half of the council of E- 


dinburgh without cheek-or controul, as to us, in our great wiſdom, 


ſhall ſeem meet; As alſo, conſt dering, That the whole members 
of our fourteen incorporations, good and bad, poor and rich, 
may amount to between three and four hundred perſons, each of 
whom already have a vote and influence in che government of this 
city; and that the other inhabitants may amount to eighty thouſand, | 
who have no vote or influence at all; hence it. is alſo evident, that 
our preſent requeſt is founded wpor the rights of mankind, and of free- 5 
born ſubjects T: And we alſo conſidering, That our ſaid corporations x 
bear no proportion tothe number of burgeſſes and guildry of this city, and 
that they do not contribute one fifth of the public burdens thereof; there- 5 


fore, it is demonſtrated, chat the one half of the government of Edin- 


burgh, which we already enjoy, is a very unjuſt proporti on, an 18 bs 
ought and ſhall enjoy the whole in all time coming: And we 


alſo conf dering, That the eſtabliſhment . of incorporations or com- 
panies, with excluſive privileges, remains a ſtanding proof of the bar= 
1 barity of our anceſtors, and their 1 ignorance of the intereſt of trade, 


induſtry, and manufactures; and, that the whole corporations of 


the kingdom, and dhe. trades of this city in particular, did ſo ſar 
abuſe the aid iter a as to call down upon themſelves the reſent- 


ment | 


= The words of the Congreſs advertiſements. | 


The terms of the ſame advertiſements. 


+ This is a point agreed on by every author who has wrote upon national improvement. 
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ment of the legrflature, and the weight of the whole courts of judica- 
ture in the kingdom, who, for theſe fifty: years paſt, have paid no 
ſmall attention to te curtailing,. lopping, and deſtroying our abſurd 


monopolies, looking upon the deſtruction thereof to be requiſite to the 
engen egen of arts and 1 in the eden; H ihm whictt 0 
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increaſed. Ad , cenk idering, That three fourths of our faid ſo- 


| cieties have, from the above cauſes, dwindled into nothing, or into | 


eight or ten members, which i 1s next, to nothing; ; and that, notwith- 8 
ſtanding each of the laid little corporations do enjoy a chirty-third 8 
part of the repreſentation of the city, reſembling, in this circumſtance, 
certain worn- out boroughs i in England, who ſend two members to par- 
liament, yet are ſome times obliged to elect them under a tree, for 
want of a houſe; 2 and that being the caſe, no perſon of common fenſe 


| will pretend. to deny, that the political powers of our corporations, 
and of the faid boroughs, ought immediately to be magnified, and a 


larger chare of the government beſtowed upon them. As alſo, we ſe- 


riouſly reflecting, That the beſt and ſureſt method of keeping what we 
have, and procuring more, is, by law-ſvits, to bring on a critical inveſti- 
gation of all our rights and pretenſions, which might otherwiſe have 


long remained unquarreled ; ; and, by new ſcenes of tumult and diſor- 
der, to remove the prejudice of the public, the legiſlature, and the 
courts of juſtice, who will thence be inclined to favour all our future 


8 pretenſions. As alſo conſidering, That one cauſe of the opulence and 
induſtry of many towns in Great Britain is attributed to their free- 
dom from the fetters of incorporations, and avocation of politics, 


Therefore, it follows, That the city of Edinburgh muſt flouriſh in 
proportion to the increaſe of the excluſive privileges of its in- 


corporations; anc, that the individuals thereof muſt alſo flouriſh _ 


in proportion to their political employment: So, from all theſe 


premiſes, We, the delegates, for ourſelves, and the trades, are 


Juſtly 


A-<8-;1 
juſtly intitled to conclude, that the long and ſhort leets are an oppre/- — 
tue and illegal uſurpation upon our ſacred and invaluable rights by [| 
the Town Council of Edinburgh; and that the ſaid leets, practiſed for 4 f 

100 years paſt, as the moſt valuable of our privileges, became, in the Wit 
year 1776, a moſt inſufferable abuſe, injury, and grievance, inſomuch, 
as to check the conſcience, and ſhock the integrity of the Lord Pro- 
voſt of Edinburgh for the time, who could no longer find in his heart 
to conform himſelf to the ſett or conſtitution of the city: And that, in 
order to ſecure to the trades of Edinburgh a free election, or, in other 
words, the total governmeat of the ſaid city, in time coming, it is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary that the ſaid praQtice be for ever aboliſhed. As al- 
ſo, having taken under conſideration, That the Town Council of E- 
dinburgh conſiſts of eight tradeſmen, and ſeventeen merchant guild- 
brethren, who, by the ſett, poſſeſs the ſole adminiſtration of the town, 


and are the only repreſentatives of the community; and that eight 
more of our number are intitled, by the ſett, to give their vote in cer- 


tain particular caſes therein expreſſed; and that the eight laſt mentioned 1 N 

are decl the ſaid ſett, not to be of the council, and therefore have | 1 

2a obtained the name of extraordinary deacons ; and that the ſaid extra- — 

ordinary deacons have, from time to time, attempted to obtrude their 4 
vote, in caſes not expreſſed in the ſeth; and, upon theſe ſeveral occa- 

ſions, their attempts has been uniformly rejected by the ſeveral ju- 

dicatures of this kingdom, and therr deportment declared illegal 
and ſeditious ; and that thereby being cut off from the ordinary ma- 
nagement of the affairs of the borough, a:.d incapable even of intro- 
ducing a ſingle meature thereanent at the council table, our conſtitu- 
ents, and all unprejudiſed perſons, will underſtand and acknowledge, 
that they have a perfect right to overturn the whole ſyſtem of affaire, 
and deſtroy the ſett and conituution of the faid city altogether. And 
alſo, conſidering, I hat the ordinary council, by themſelves, have the 
ſole and excluſive right of thortening the leets of the whole incorpo- 
rations, and have exerciſed this right for 200 years, without the con- 
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R 
ſent or interference of the extraordinary deacons in any hape, and that 
the tradeſmen themſelves are the very parties ſubject to this right. 


From which facts, we indiſputably infer, That the extraordinary 


deacons are intitled, by their vote, 4% aboliſh the leets, in aan 
they are not, nor ever were concerned. And we alſo conſidering *, 
That, upon the 19th of March laſt, a number of perſons, who had 
not the right, did agree, againſt the conſent of twelve merchant- 


counſellors, who had the ſole right, to apply. to the convention of 
Royal Boroughs, to aboliſh the above practice of ſhortening the leets; 


which application was prevented by two bills of ſuſpenſion, offered by 


the ſaid twelve, who dared, upon this oceaſion, to oppoſe our reſpectable 


bodies, in defence of their brethren, and the conſtitution of this me- 


tropolis: As alſo, * That the trades. of Edinburgh are thus dragged 


into a moſt expenſive litigation, upon the moſt frivolous queſtions that 


ever came by ſuſpenſion before any court, viz. Whether the right and 
privilege of the whole inhabitants of this city, ſecured. by the autho- 


rity of Kings and Parliament, and by the practice of 200 yearn, can, 
by.a ſingle vote of the Town Council of Edinburgh, Wx,by 


of that Council, be altered, transferred, or annihilated at pleaſure, 

without the conſent of the inhabitants aſked or given? Whether the 
trades, who are the only parties in the preſent. buſineſs, can vote in 
their own cauſe, and by that means wreſt any privilege they pleaſe 
from the merchant guildry ? 3dly, Whether our extraordinary deacons 


are not entitled to the moſt extraordinary privilege ob joining the 
minority in the Town Council, and altering the conttitution, as often 
as their intereſt or caprice may direct? And, fourthly, Whether the 


Convention of Boroughs zx a legiſlative body, veſted with the power of 

Parliament, or only a court of expedience, proceeding upon the a- 

greement or reference of parties; which queſtion not only concerns 
| te 


* vid. minute of the delegates 
F Ibidem. 
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the intereſts of this city, but the nation itſelf, and all its royal bo- 
roughs ; conſequently, muſt be frivolous, trifling, and inſigniſicant. 
And we further, ſeriouſly conſidering, That the incorporations have ſe- 
veral additional rights and privileges to claim, which have already 
been laid before council, who adviſed us to hold our tongues upon 
that head, in obedience to which, we advert iſed the ſaid fact and 
advice ſo given us, in the news papers, in order to approve our o- 
wiſdom to our conſtituents, as well as to that of our council; for who 


can deny, that, if the conſtitution of this city can, at any time, be al- 


tered or overturned by an application from our brethren in office, to 
the Convention of Boroughs; and that the ſaid convention, accuſtomed 
lo proceed only upon the agreement of all concerned, are to ſuppoſe the 
rights. o the city, and the conſent of its inhabitants, transferred and 
expreſſed by the votes of two or three extraordinary deacont, that all 
our deſires will be accompliſhed ; ; the leets will be aboliſhed ; our ex- 


traordinary deacons made members of council ; 3 the trades counſellors 
named by ourſelves; the Provoſt, Bailies, and City-members, choſen 


from amongſt the delegates ; and, in caſe the Merchant Council ſhall 
| pretend to give us any further trouble, or ſhew the leaſt reluctance to 


our meaſures, a fingle renegado, or two at moſt; will be ſufficient to 
turn out theſe malecontents, to ſupply their places with delegates, and 
eſtabliſh the kingdom of the Juit? And we, with deep regret, further 


: conſidering, That the diſappointment of the ſaid grand ſcheme is to 


be placed to the accompt of the ſaid twelve members of council, who 


have brought under ſuſpenſion the above harmleſs reſolution of our party, 
and that theſe hoſtile individuals are the known and avowed friends 
to Sir Laurence Dundas, prefent member for the city ; ſo the whole 


of this miſchief and cruel diſappointment, may be juſtly attributed to 
the ſaid Sir Laurence Dundas himſelf, who, together with his faid- 
friends, are hereby proſcribed as mimical to all virtue, liberty, and 


public ſpirit, and are to be inſulted and abuſed in public and in pri- 


vate by us and all our adherents, in the ſame manner as the Tories- 
ys of 
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of America are handled by our ſiſter Congreſs, And, to prove the ju- 
ſtice and wiſdom of our ſaid reſolution to our conſtituents, and to all 


impartial men in this city, we deſire them to recollect the following 
Slaring and deciſive reaſons and facts. 


JaMEs TODA KT, Eſq; who is now the ſtandard-bearer of the Ble. 


Blanket, enjoyed ſucceſſively the following offices i in the Town Couucil, 


VIZ. 
In the 1764. Second Merchant Counſellor. 


In the 1706, Youngeſt Bailie. 

1769, Second Bailie. 

1770, Dean of Guild. 

1774. Provoſt. | 
Dix all which time, no perſon joined i in the ſhortening the leets 
of our ſocieties, with leſs regard to us or our inclinations ; neither did 
one word, far leſs a wiſh, ever eſcape him for the alteration of that 


Practice; conſequently it is plain, That this worthy citizen has always 
had nothing ſo much at heart as the liberties of the trades, and the 
increaſe of their privileges. | 


IHE ſaid James Stodart deſerted his patron and benefaQor; becauſe 
the ſaid patron inſiſted upon keeping his own promiſe to John Dal- 
rymple Eſq; in prefere ce to a promiſe which the ſaid James Stodart 
had been pleaſed to make to another, and refuſed to turn all his, (Sir 
Laurence's) old proven friends out of council; than which nothing 


could be more reaſonable on the part of James Stodart, or more /el- 


f/þ and ungenteel on the part of Sir Laurence Dundas. 
I E ſaid James Stodart did make ſeveral j Journeys and remonſtrances 


to perſuade Sir Laurence upon that head, but never uttered one word 


about the incorporations of Edinburgh, their leets, or their grievances; 


neither was the leaſt complaint at that time heard amongſt us, about 


Want of Uberty, or any other want; whence it 1s clearer than the ſun 


in 


e rr 


4 2 


in the d that the faid James Stodart, Eſq; was a martyr to 
our cauſe, and was diſcarded by Sir Laurence Dundas, merely upon 
account of his attachment to the trades of this city, n not to o his own 
private views, ambition, or intereſt. 25 

Tux ſaid James Stodart, although, for ſome time, at the bead of an 
80 majority of council, took care never to make any motion 
or act whatever about the leets; becauſe, / his majority prevailed, it 
would have been the laſt. motion he ever would have made ; and, if the 
other party Should prevail at the enſuing election, that _ ure was the 
only remaining card he had to play. 85 
Ap therefore it was, that our incorporations addreſſed him public- 
ly, as the patron and guardian of their liberties, and approved of his 
conduct in all its parts, both towards Sir Laurence Dundas, and eve- 
xy other perſon. And, in order to mark our juſt and deſerved reſent- 
ment, that decent, ſober, judicious, and exemplary citizen Francis Bro- 
die, was inſtantly ſet up by the ſaid James Stodart, and his new friend, 
to be Convener, in oppoſition to the tradeſman in the intereſt of the 
council, and of the ſaid. Sir Laurence Dundas, and, notwithſtanding, 
was moſt unproperly and  ungratefully obſtructed and oppoſed by Sir 
Laurence Dundas and his friends. In the next place, a young, liſtleſs 
Nobleman, for want of employment to divert his languor, to the aſto- 
niſhment of all the ſenſible part of mankind, having agreed to become 
a ſtalking. horſe, to the ambition. and intereſt of an aſpiring lawyer, 
the ſaid James Stodart, in quality of whipper-in, Joined the hunt at 
the head of a choice pack of Delegates, . whoſe throats opened at once 
againſt the ſaid Sir Laurence Dundas, and all his adherents, and have 
ever ſince kept up the cry in full and pleaſing harmony. 

YET, after all, and notwithſtanding the ſaid Sir Laurence Dundas, 
and his adherents, in place of ſuffering themſelves to be devoured, as: 
became their bounden duty, have moſt provokingly kept us at bay, and 
are likely to do ſo, till we be glad to give over the chace; than which 
nothing can be more wicked, ſhameful, and ſelfiſh in the ſaid Baronet, 

and his people. | 
G — . 


( w )) 

On conſtituents, for ſome. time, publicly declared themſelves: friends: 
a adherents to the ſaid Sir Laurence Dundas, by public advertiſe 
ment. framed in concert with his good friend the ſaid James Stodart, but 
never intimated to him our intention or wiſhes reſpecting the leets; 
which intimation was ſuddenly made in council hy the ſaid James: Sto- 
dart, and a ſuſpenſion as ſuddenly applied for, when the faid Sar; Lau+ 
rence Dundas was 400 miles diſtant; whence it is evident, that the 
Aid ſuſpenſion is imputable folely to the advice, I 4 and contri» 

vance of the faid Sir Laurence Dundas in perſon. © 


Ir the conſtitution of this City, in place of being fo dan 
mall be rendered changeable and uncertaia ;/ and, if th ir 


Tights: of the 
feveral bodies of its inhabitants can be altered, varied, or annihilated by a 
vote of the Town Council, without the advice or conſent of the mer Fs 

"chant puildry, the incorporations, or citizens, then the whole: may, © 
and muſt frequently turn upon the voice of a ſingle deacon; hence _ 
ſaid twelve members of council mho oppoſe this: modeſt propoſal, - are 
open and avowed enemies to the liberties, not only of the {ani 
tions, but of the whole inhabitants of Edinburgh. 49 os o 


Tas liberty and freedom this City enjoyed under the 720 noble 
Dake, and his Lieutenant Lord Milton, are ſo freſh in the memories 0 
of all of us, that, comparing it with the ſlavery ſuffered under the — 
ſaid Sir Laurence Dundas, it appears high time to ſubmit ourſelves to "9 
another noble Duke, and to a family of his deputies, conſpicuous for 
| 8 the gentleneſs of their deportment, the ſweetneſs of their temper, their 2 oY 
LY. indifference to power, and their wonderful e in the exer- 5 
1 eile of it. 1 | 5 
[4  Havixs thus determined 1 opinion of all our ur bretheren, we are 
| 4 immediately to iſſue a ſecond Manifeſto, to direct every circumſtance 

of their conduct and behaviour; which all of them are hereby requi- 
red to obſerve and obey, as they, and each of them, ſhall be an- 


(werable, AIRS 
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8 JOHN HANCOCK Profs 
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